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Methodists brought Christianity near to the broad masses again,
and had a large share in sharpening the social conscience.
If we investigate how far the ideals of modern nations agree
with Christian standards we find that Britain probably heads the
list, though it cannot be said that the motives which underlie the
growth of her traditions and institutions were mainly religious.
Peaceableness, for instance, is not only a Christian precept but
also a rule of economic success and general common sense. Any-
how, the Christian background of British civilization is outspoken
even in many features which are no more consciously connected
with religion. German and other writers are accustomed to
dismiss any reference of British politicians to Christianity as cant,
but this only shows a lack of understanding rooted in their totally
different national mentality.
It is neither possible nor necessary to investigate these prob-
lems here in detail. But it may be mentioned that one of the
main causes of the comparatively efficacious christianization of
British social life was the multitude of Churches in Britain which
stimulated a beneficent rivalry in practical Christianity. The
work of the British Churches recalls the vision of the great thinker
and reformer. Cardinal Nicholas de Cusa, who taught that every
religion showed some fragment of truth, that every faith and
nation had their specific virtue, and that their diversity, therefore,
was in the plans of God.1
17. RELIGION AND THE SUPRA-NATIONAL SPIRIT
Great religions have in a certain phase of development trans-
cended the boundaries of nationality, but have soon been faced
by the open or disguised resistance of the national principle.
They have been forced to make compromises with nationality
or even to submit to its domination. Yet their supra-national
spirit has never been eradicated. Aspirations of a cosmopolitan
character have become real forces, but on the soil of religious
sentiment irrespective of dogmas and Churches.3 Merely
economic, political, intellectual or artistic interests are no sub-
stitute for the bonds constituted by religion. Religious intolerance
1A fine appreciation of Gusa's ideas and personality is given by R. Stadelmann,
Vom Grist fa ausgehenden Mittelalter$t 1929. tit. also J, M. Dux, Nicolaus von Cusa und
tRc Kirch? $&m %rit, a vols.? 1847*
* 06 Norman Bentwicb, Tfa Religious Fwndatians of Internationalism, 1933* The
influence of religion iu the development of the idea of humanity has been traced in the
monumental work by F. Laurent, Hi$toire <k Mt de gens rt fa rtlatms internationales,
Etudts w f fatoitt de I'twwM* 18 vote., smd ed, 1865-80.